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Science Fiction & Fantasy:  

 

Black Guard by A. J. Smith:  

 

The city of Ro Canarn burns. With their father’s blood fresh upon the headsman’s sword, Lord 

Bromvy and Lady Bronwyn, the last scions of the house of Canarn, face fugitive exile or death. 

In the court of Ro Tiris, men fear to speak their minds. The Army of the Red marches upon the 

North. Strange accidents befall those who dare question the King’s new advisors. Those foolish 

enough to speak their names call them the Seven Sisters: witches of the fire god; each as 

beautiful and as dangerous as a flame. And, called from the long ages of deep time by war and 

sacrifice, the children of a dead god are waking with a pitiless cry. All that was dead will rise. All 

that now lives will fall. 

 

Book of the Unnamed Midwife by Meg Ellison: 

 

"Philip K. Dick Award Winner for Distinguished Science Fiction 

 

When she fell asleep, the world was doomed. When she awoke, it was dead. 

 

In the wake of a fever that decimated the earth’s population—killing women and children and 

making childbirth deadly for the mother and infant—the midwife must pick her way through 

the bones of the world she once knew to find her place in this dangerous new one. Gone are 

the pillars of civilization. All that remains is power—and the strong who possess it. 

 

A few women like her survived, though they are scarce. Even fewer are safe from the clans of 

men, who, driven by fear, seek to control those remaining. To preserve her freedom, she dons 

men’s clothing, goes by false names, and avoids as many people as possible. But as the world 

continues to grapple with its terrible circumstances, she’ll discover a role greater than chasing a 

pale imitation of independence. 

 

After all, if humanity is to be reborn, someone must be its guide." 
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CrossTalk by Connie Willis: 

 

"Science fiction icon Connie Willis brilliantly mixes a speculative plot, the wit of Nora Ephron, 

and the comedic flair of P. G. Wodehouse in Crosstalk—a genre-bending novel that pushes 

social media, smartphone technology, and twenty-four-hour availability to hilarious and chilling 

extremes as one young woman abruptly finds herself with way more connectivity than she ever 

desired. 

  

In the not-too-distant future, a simple outpatient procedure to increase empathy between 

romantic partners has become all the rage. And Briddey Flannigan is delighted when her 

boyfriend, Trent, suggests undergoing the operation prior to a marriage proposal—to enjoy 

better emotional connection and a perfect relationship with complete communication and 

understanding. But things don’t quite work out as planned, and Briddey finds herself connected 

to someone else entirely—in a way far beyond what she signed up for. 

  

It is almost more than she can handle—especially when the stress of managing her all-too-

eager-to-communicate-at-all-times family is already burdening her brain. But that’s only the 

beginning. As things go from bad to worse, she begins to see the dark side of too much 

information, and to realize that love—and communication—are far more complicated than she 

ever imagined." 

 

Crooked Kingdom by Leigh Bardugo: 

 

The highly anticipated sequel to the thrilling #1 New York Times-bestselling Six of Crows. 

 

Kaz Brekker and his crew have just pulled off a heist so daring even they didn't think they'd 

survive. But instead of divvying up a fat reward, they're right back to fighting for their lives. 

Double-crossed and badly weakened, the crew is low on resources, allies, and hope. As 

powerful forces from around the world descend on Ketterdam to root out the secrets of the 

dangerous drug known as jurda parem, old rivals and new enemies emerge to challenge Kaz's 

cunning and test the team's fragile loyalties. A war will be waged on the city's dark and twisting 

streets―a battle for revenge and redemption that will decide the fate of the Grisha world. 
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Delphi Effect by Rysa Walker: 

  

"It’s never wise to talk to strangers…and that goes double when they’re dead. Unfortunately, 

seventeen-year-old Anna Morgan has no choice. Resting on a park bench, touching the turnstile 

at the Metro station—she never knows where she’ll encounter a ghost. These mental 

hitchhikers are the reason Anna has been tossed from one foster home and psychiatric 

institution to the next for most of her life. 

 

When a chance touch leads her to pick up the insistent spirit of a girl who was brutally 

murdered, Anna is pulled headlong into a deadly conspiracy that extends to the highest levels 

of government. Facing the forces behind her new hitcher’s death will challenge the barriers, 

both good and bad, that Anna has erected over the years and shed light on her power’s origins. 

And when the covert organization seeking to recruit her crosses the line by kidnapping her 

friend, it will discover just how far Anna is willing to go to bring it down." 

 

Fall of the House of Cabal by Jonathan L. Howard: 

 

"Johannes Cabal, a necromancer of some little infamy, has come into possession of a vital clue 

that may lead him to his ultimate goal: a cure for death. The path is vague, however, and 

certainly treacherous as it takes him into strange territories that, quite literally, no one has ever 

seen before. The task is too dangerous to venture upon alone, so he must seek assistance, 

comrades for the coming travails. 

 

So assisted―ably and otherwise―by his vampiric brother, Horst, and by the kindly 

accompaniment of a criminologist and a devil, he will encounter ruins and diableries, mystery 

and murder, the depths of the lowest pit and a city of horrors. London, to be exact. 

 

Yet even though Cabal has risked such peril believing he understands the dangers he faces, he is 

still underestimating them. He is walking into a trap of such arcane complexity that even the 

one who drew him there has no idea of its true terrors. As the snare closes slowly and subtly 

around them, it may be that there will be no survivors at all. 

 

The Fall of the House of Cabal is the fifth book in Jonathan L. Howard's acclaimed Johannes 

Cabal series." 
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Feedback by Mira Grant:  

 

"A new beginning for Mira Grant's New York Times bestselling NEWSFLESH series! 

 

There are two sides to every story...  

 

We had cured cancer. We had beaten the common cold. But in doing so we unleashed 

something horrifying and unstoppable. The infection spread leaving those afflicted with a single 

uncontrollable impulse: FEED. 

 

Now, twenty years after the Rising, a team of scrappy underdog reporters relentlessly pursue 

the facts while competing against the brother-and-sister blog superstars, the Masons. 

 

Surrounded by the infected, and facing more insidious forces working in the shadows, they 

must hit the presidential campaign trail and uncover dangerous truths. Or die trying.  

 

Feedback is a full-length Newsflesh novel that overlaps the events of the acclaimed first novel 

in the series, Feed, and offers a new entry point to this thrilling and treacherous world. " 

 

Ferryman Institute: A Novel by Colin Gigl: 

 

"In this stunning, fantastical debut novel from a bold new voice in the bestselling traditions of 

Christopher Moore and Jasper Fforde, a ferryman for the dead finds his existence unraveling 

after making either the best decision or the biggest mistake of his immortal life. 

 

Ferryman Charlie Dawson saves dead people—somebody has to convince them to move on to 

the afterlife, after all. Having never failed a single assignment, he's acquired a reputation for 

success that’s as legendary as it is unwanted. It turns out that serving as a Ferryman is causing 

Charlie to slowly lose his mind. Deemed too valuable by the Ferryman Institute to be let go and 

too stubborn to just give up in his own right, Charlie’s pretty much abandoned all hope of 

escaping his grim existence. Or he had, anyway, until he saved Alice Spiegel. To be fair, Charlie 

never planned on stopping Alice from taking her own life—that sort of thing is strictly forbidden 

by the Institute—but he never planned on the President secretly giving him the choice to, 

either. Charlie’s not quite sure what to make of it, but Alice is alive, and it’s the first time he’s 

felt right in more than two hundred years. 
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When word of the incident reaches Inspector Javrouche, the Ferryman Institute's resident 

internal affairs liaison, Charlie finds he's in a world of trouble. But Charlie’s not about to lose 

the only living, breathing person he’s ever saved without a fight. He’s ready to protect her from 

Javrouche and save Alice from herself, and he’s willing to put the entire continued existence of 

mankind at risk to do it." 

 

Found and the Lost: The Collected Novellas of Ursula K. Le Guin by Ursula K. Le Guin: 

 

"Every novella by Ursula K. Le Guin, an icon in American literature, collected for the first time—

and introduced by the legendary author—in one breathtaking volume. 

 

Ursula K. Le Guin has won multiple prizes and accolades from the Medal for Distinguished 

Contribution to American Letters to the Newbery Honor, the Nebula, Hugo, World Fantasy, and 

PEN/Malamud Awards. She has had her work collected over the years, but never as a complete 

retrospective of her longer works as represented in the wonderful The Found and the Lost. 

 

This collection is a literary treasure chest that belongs in every home library." 

 

Learning to Swear in America by Katie Kennedy:  

 

"A Summer/Fall 2016 Indies Introduce selection. An asteroid is hurtling toward Earth. A big, bad 

one. Maybe not kill-all-the-dinosaurs bad, but at least kill-everyone-in-California-and-wipe-out-

Japan-with-a-tsunami bad. Yuri, a physicist prodigy from Russia, has been recruited to aid NASA 

as they calculate a plan to avoid disaster. 

 

The good news is Yuri knows how to stop the asteroid--his research in antimatter will probably 

win him a Nobel Prize if there's ever another Nobel prize awarded. But the trouble is, even 

though NASA asked for his help, no one there will listen to him. He's seventeen, and they've 

been studying physics longer than he's been alive. 

 

Then he meets (pretty, wild, unpredictable) Dovie, who lives like a normal teenager, oblivious 

to the impending doom. Being with her, on the adventures she plans when he's not at NASA, 

Yuri catches a glimpse of what it means to save the world and live a life worth saving. 

 

Prepare to laugh, cry, cringe, and have your mind burst open with the questions of the 

universe." 
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Navigators of Dune by Brain Herbert: 

 

Brian Herbert and Kevin J. Anderson's Navigators of Dune is the climactic finale of the Great 

Schools of Dune trilogy, set 10,000 years before Frank Herbert's classic Dune. 

 

The story line tells the origins of the Bene Gesserit Sisterhood and its breeding program, the 

human-computer Mentats, and the Navigators (the Spacing Guild), as well as a crucial battle for 

the future of the human race, in which reason faces off against fanaticism. These events have 

far-reaching consequences that will set the stage for Dune, millennia later. 

 

Night Without Stars: A Novel of the Commonwealth: Peter K. Hamilton:  

 

"Bestselling author Peter F. Hamilton returns to his acclaimed Commonwealth series in this 

thrilling follow-up to The Abyss Beyond Dreams. Featuring Hamilton’s trademark blend of 

intricate plotting, riveting suspense, high-concept science, and vivid characters, A Night Without 

Stars brings the story to a fully satisfying finish. 

  

After centuries trapped inside the Void, the planet Bienvenido—along with its inhabitants, both 

human and Faller—has been expelled into normal space. But the survivors are millions of light-

years from the Commonwealth, which knows nothing of their existence. As the two races 

plunge into mortal conflict for sole possession of the planet, the humans seem destined to 

lose—despite the assistance of the mysterious Warrior Angel, who possesses forbidden 

Commonwealth technology. 

  

With the Fallers’ numbers growing, and their ability to mimic humans allowing them to 

infiltrate all levels of society, it’s only a matter of time before they surge to victory. Then, on a 

routine space flight, Major Ry Evine inadvertently frees a captive vessel that crash-lands on 

Bienvenido carrying the last, best hope for human survival: a baby. But a far from ordinary one. 

  

The child not only ages at a remarkable rate but demonstrates knowledge and abilities far 

beyond those of Bienvenido’s humans. Hunted by Fallers and humans alike, she is a crucial link 

to humanity’s lost past—and a glorious future already almost out of reach." 
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Ninth City Burning by Patrick J. Black: 

 

"For fans of Red Rising, Starship Troopers, and Ender’s Game comes an explosive, epic science 

fiction debut... 

 

We never saw them coming.  

 

Entire cities disappeared in the blink of an eye, leaving nothing but dust and rubble. When an 

alien race came to make Earth theirs, they brought with them a weapon we had no way to 

fight, a universe-altering force known as thelemity. It seemed nothing could stop it—until we 

discovered we could wield the power too. 

 

Five hundred years later, the Earth is locked in a grinding war of attrition. The talented few 

capable of bending thelemity to their will are trained in elite military academies, destined for 

the front lines. Those who refused to support the war have been exiled to the wilds of a ruined 

Earth. 

 

But the enemy's tactics are changing, and Earth's defenders are about to discover this 

centuries-old war has only just begun. As a terrible new onslaught looms, heroes will rise from 

unlikely quarters, and fight back." 

 

Rise of Io by Wesley Chu:  

 

"Ella Patel – thief, con-artist and smuggler – is in the wrong place at the wrong time. One night, 

on the border of a demilitarized zone run by the body-swapping alien invaders, she happens 

upon a man and woman being chased by a group of assailants. The man freezes, leaving the 

woman to fight off five attackers at once, before succumbing. As she dies, to both Ella and the 

man’s surprise, the sparkling light that rises from the woman enters Ella, instead of the man. 

She soon realizes she’s been inhabited by Io, a low-ranking Quasing who was involved in some 

of the worst decisions in history. Now Ella must now help the alien presence to complete her 

mission and investigate a rash of murders in the border-states that maintain the frail peace. 

 

With the Prophus assigned to help her seemingly wanting to stab her in the back, and the 

enemy Genjix hunting her, Ella must also deal with Io’s annoying inferiority complex. To top it 

all off, Ella thinks the damn alien voice in her head is trying to get her killed. And if you can’t 

trust the voices in your head, who can you trust?" 
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Stranded: A Novel by Bracken MacLeod: 

 

"Badly battered by an apocalyptic storm, the crew of the Arctic Promise find themselves in 

increasingly dire circumstances as they sail blindly into unfamiliar waters and an ominously 

thickening fog. Without functioning navigation or communication equipment, they are lost and 

completely alone. One by one, the men fall prey to a mysterious illness. Deckhand Noah Cabot 

is the only person unaffected by the strange force plaguing the ship and her crew, which does 

little to ease their growing distrust of him. 

 

Dismissing Noah's warnings of worsening conditions, the captain of the ship presses on until the 

sea freezes into ice and they can go no farther. When the men are ordered overboard in an 

attempt to break the ship free by hand, the fog clears, revealing a faint shape in the distance 

that may or may not be their destination. Noah leads the last of the able-bodied crew on a 

journey across the ice and into an uncertain future where they must fight for their lives against 

the elements, the ghosts of the past and, ultimately themselves." 

 

Unreal and the Real: The Selected Short Stories of Ursula K. Le Guin by Ursula K. Le Guin: 

 

"A collection of short stories by the legendary and iconic Ursula K. Le Guin—selected by the 

author, and combined in one volume for the first time. 

 

The Unreal and the Real is a collection of some of Ursula K. Le Guin’s best short stories. She has 

won multiple prizes and accolades from the Medal for Distinguished Contribution to American 

Letters to the Newbery Honor, the Nebula, Hugo, World Fantasy, and PEN/Malamud Awards. 

She has had her work collected over the years, but this is the first short story volume combining 

a full range of her work." 

 

Wall of Stroms by Ken Liu: 

 

"In the much-anticipated sequel to the “magnificent fantasy epic” (NPR) Grace of Kings, 

Emperor Kuni Garu is faced with the invasion of an invincible army in his kingdom and must 

quickly find a way to defeat the intruders. 

 

Kuni Garu, now known as Emperor Ragin, runs the archipelago kingdom of Dara, but struggles 

to maintain progress while serving the demands of the people and his vision. Then an 

unexpected invading force from the Lyucu Empire in the far distant west comes to the shores of 

Dara—and chaos results. 
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But Emperor Kuni cannot go and lead his kingdom against the threat himself with his recently 

healed empire fraying at the seams, so he sends the only people he trusts to be Dara’s savvy 

and cunning hopes against the invincible invaders: his children, now grown and ready to make 

their mark on history." 

 

Way Down Dark (The Australia Trilogy) by J.P. Smythe: 

 

"Seventeen-year-old Chan's ancestors left a dying Earth hundreds of years ago, in search of a 

new home. Generations later, they are still searching . . . 

 

Every day aboard the interstellar transport ship Australia is a kind of hell, where no one is safe, 

no one can hide. Indeed, the only life Chan's ever known is one of endless violence. A life of 

survival. Fiercely independent and entirely self-sufficient, she has learned to keep her head 

down as much as possible, careful not to draw attention to herself amidst the mayhem. For the 

Australia is a ship of death, filled with murderous gangs and twisted cults, vying for supremacy 

in a closed environment with limited resources and no hope.  

 

And then one day Chan makes an extraordinary discovery--there may be a way to return the 

Australia to Earth. But doing so will only bring her to the attention of the fanatics and 

murderers who control life aboard the ship, putting her and everyone she loves in terrible 

danger.  

 

Is it worth endangering her life and the lives of her few friends and loved ones for an uncertain 

return to a home world that may be uninhabitable? Especially since to do so she must descend 

into the deep dark in the bowels of the ship, which is piled high with the bodies and the secrets 

of the dead . . " 

 

What the #@&% Is That?: The Saga Anthology of the Monstrous and the Macabre by John 

Joseph Adams:  

 

"Fear of the unknown--it is the essence of the best horror stories, the need to know what 

monstrous vision you're beholding and the underlying terror that you just might find out. Now, 

twenty authors have gathered to ask--and maybe answer--a question worthy of almost any 

horror tale: ""What the #@&% is that?" Join these masters of suspense as they take you to 

where the shadows grow long, and that which lurks at the corner of your vision is all too real. 
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Includes stories by Laird Barron, Amanda Downum, Scott Sigler, Simon R. Green, Desirina 

Boskovich, Isabel Yap, Maria Dahvana Headley, Christopher Golden, John Langan, D. Thomas 

Minton, Seanan McGuire, Grady Hendrix, Jonathan Maberry, Gemma Files, Nancy Holder, 

Adam-Troy Castro, Terence Taylor, Tim Pratt, An Owomoyela & Rachel Swirsky, and Alan Dean 

Foster." 

 

You can request titles online via the online catalog – StarCat – here’s a link to 
the StarCat homepage: http://enterprise.stls.org/ 

 

And you can also request items the old fashioned way, by stopping by any of the 
library’s customer service desks or by giving us a call at: 607-936-3713. 
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