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Science Fiction & Fantasy:  
 
Beyond the Woods: Fairy Tales Retold by Paula Guran:"Once upon a time, the 
stories that came to be known as “fairy tales” were cultivated to entertain adults 
more than children; it was only later that they were tamed and pruned into less 
thorny versions intended for youngsters. But in truth, they have continued to prick 
the imaginations of readers at all ages. 
 
Over the years, authors have often borrowed bits and pieces from these stories, 
grafting them into their own writing, creating literature with both new meaning 
and age-old significance. In the last few decades or so, they’ve also intentionally 
retold and reinvented the tales in a variety of ways—delightful or dark, wistful or 
wicked, sweet or satirical—that forge new trails through the forests of fantastic 
fiction. 
 
This new anthology compiles some of the best modern fairy-tale retellings and 
reinventions from award-winning and bestselling authors, acclaimed storytellers, 
and exciting new talents, into an enchanting collection. Explore magical new 
realms by traveling with us, Beyond the Woods . . . 
 
Skyhorse Publishing, under our Night Shade and Talos imprints, is proud to publish 
a broad range of titles for readers interested in science fiction (space opera, time 
travel, hard SF, alien invasion, near-future dystopia), fantasy (grimdark, sword and 
sorcery, contemporary urban fantasy, steampunk, alternative history), and horror 
(zombies, vampires, and the occult and supernatural), and much more. While not 
every title we publish becomes a New York Times bestseller, a national bestseller, 
or a Hugo or Nebula award-winner, we are committed to publishing quality books 
from a diverse group of authors." 
 
Big Book of Science Fiction Edited by Jeff & Ann VanderMeer: Quite possibly the 
greatest science fiction collection of all time—past, present, and future! 
  
What if life was neverending? What if you could change your body to adapt to an 
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alien ecology? What if the pope were a robot? Spanning galaxies and millennia, 
this must-have anthology showcases classic contributions from H. G. Wells, Arthur 
C. Clarke, Octavia E. Butler, and Kurt Vonnegut, alongside a century of the 
eccentrics, rebels, and visionaries who have inspired generations of readers.  
 
Within its pages, you’ll find beloved worlds of space opera, hard SF, cyberpunk, 
the New Wave, and more. Learn about the secret history of science fiction, from 
titans of literature who also wrote SF to less well-known authors from more than 
twenty-five countries, some never before translated into English. In The Big Book 
of Science Fiction, literary power couple Ann and Jeff VanderMeer transport 
readers from Mars to Mechanopolis, planet Earth to parts unknown. Immerse 
yourself in the genre that predicted electric cars, space tourism, and smartphones. 
Sit back, buckle up, and dial in the coordinates, as this stellar anthology has got 
worlds within worlds.  
  
Including: 
· Legendary tales from Isaac Asimov and Ursula K. Le Guin 
· An unearthed sci-fi story from W. E. B. Du Bois 
· The first publication of the work of cybernetic visionary David R. Bunch in twenty 
years 
· A rare and brilliant novella by Chinese international sensation Cixin Liu 
 
Born of Legend by Sherrilyn Kenyon: Hunted. Hated. Betrayed. Outcast Dagger 
Ixur is on the run for his life. As one of the most recognizable members of his royal 
house, he has a bounty on his head that guarantees him no quarter from any 
friend or even family. But surrender isn’t in him. He will fight to the bitter end. A 
resolve that is sorely tested when he narrowly escapes a trap that leaves him 
severely wounded. With what he believes is his dying breath, he saves a boy born 
to an extinct race from a group out to enslave the kid for his legendary abilities. 
 
Ushara Altaan has spent her entire life hating the Andarion royal house that drove 
her entire species into virtual extinction. As a rare Andarion Fyreblood, she is 
sworn to end the existence of any royal she finds. But when Dagger saves her 
son’s life, she is torn between her people and a debt that can never be repaid. 
 
Yet worse than Dagger’s family that’s still out to end hers and him, are the League 
assassins after him who will stop at nothing to claim the lives of her Tavali family. 
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The only hope she has to save them all is to put their future and her faith into the 
hands of the very enemy whose grandmother personally extinguished Ushara’s 
legendary lineage. But how can she ever trust Dagger when he is a disinherited 
outlaw whose real name is synonymous with betrayal? 
 
Crucible of Souls: Book One of the Sorcery Ascendant Sequence by Mithcell 
Hogan: "An imaginative new talent makes his debut with the acclaimed first 
installment in the epic Sorcery Ascendant Sequence, a mesmerizing tale of high 
fantasy that combines magic, malevolence, and mystery. 
 
When young Caldan’s parents are brutally slain, the boy is raised by monks who 
initiate him into the arcane mysteries of sorcery. 
 
Growing up plagued by questions about his past, Caldan vows to discover who his 
parents were, and why they were violently killed. The search will take him beyond 
the walls of the monastery, into the unfamiliar and dangerous chaos of city life. 
With nothing to his name but a pair of mysterious heirlooms and a handful of 
coins, he must prove his talent to become apprenticed to a guild of sorcerers. 
 
But the world outside the monastery is a darker place than he ever imagined, and 
his treasured sorcery has disturbing depths he does not fully understand. As a 
shadowed evil manipulates the unwary and forbidden powers are unleashed, 
Caldan is plunged into an age-old conflict that will bring the world to the edge of 
destruction. 
 
Soon, he must choose a side, and face the true cost of uncovering his past." 
 
Curse of Tenth Grave by Darynda Jones: As a Part-time PI and fulltime grim 
reaper, Charley Davidson has asked a lot of questions throughout her life: Why can 
I see dead people? Who is the hot supernatural entity following me? How do I get 
gum out of my sister’s hair before she wakes up? But, “How do I trap not one 
malevolent god, but three?” was never among them. Until now. And since those 
gods are on earth to kill her daughter, she has little choice but to track them 
down, trap them, and cast them from this dimension. 
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There’s just one problem. One of the three stole her heart a very long time ago. 
Can the Razer, a god of absolute death and destruction, change his omniscient 
spots, or will his allegiances lie with his brothers? 
 
Those are just a few of the questions Charley must answer, and quick. Add to that 
a homeless girl running for her life, an innocent man who’s been charged with 
murdering the daughter of a degenerate gambler, and a pendant made from god 
glass that has the entire supernatural world in an uproar, and Charley has her 
hands full. If she can manage to take care of the whole world-destroying-gods 
thing, we’re saved. If not, well… 
 
Dark Matter by Blake Crouch: "Those are the last words Jason Dessen hears 
before the masked abductor knocks him unconscious.  
  
Before he awakens to find himself strapped to a gurney, surrounded by strangers 
in hazmat suits.  
  
Before a man Jason’s never met smiles down at him and says, “Welcome back, my 
friend.”   
  
In this world he’s woken up to, Jason’s life is not the one he knows. His wife is not 
his wife. His son was never born. And Jason is not an ordinary college physics 
professor, but a celebrated genius who has achieved something remarkable. 
Something impossible. 
  
Is it this world or the other that’s the dream? And even if the home he remembers 
is real, how can Jason possibly make it back to the family he loves? The answers lie 
in a journey more wondrous and horrifying than anything he could’ve imagined—
one that will force him to confront the darkest parts of himself even as he battles 
a terrifying, seemingly unbeatable foe. 
  
Dark Matter is a brilliantly plotted tale that is at once sweeping and intimate, 
mind-bendingly strange and profoundly human—a relentlessly surprising science-
fiction thriller about choices, paths not taken, and how far we’ll go to claim the 
lives we dream of." 
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Devourers by Indra Das: "For readers of Neil Gaiman, Margaret Atwood, China 
Miéville, and David Mitchell comes a striking debut novel by a storyteller of keen 
insight and captivating imagination. 
 
On a cool evening in Kolkata, India, beneath a full moon, as the whirling rhythms 
of traveling musicians fill the night, college professor Alok encounters a 
mysterious stranger with a bizarre confession and an extraordinary story. 
Tantalized by the man’s unfinished tale, Alok will do anything to hear its 
completion. So Alok agrees, at the stranger’s behest, to transcribe a collection of 
battered notebooks, weathered parchments, and once-living skins. 
 
From these documents spills the chronicle of a race of people at once more than 
human yet kin to beasts, ruled by instincts and desires blood-deep and ages-old. 
The tale features a rough wanderer in seventeenth-century Mughal India who 
finds himself irrevocably drawn to a defiant woman—and destined to be torn 
asunder by two clashing worlds. With every passing chapter of beauty and 
brutality, Alok’s interest in the stranger grows and evolves into something darker 
and more urgent. 
 
Shifting dreamlike between present and past with intoxicating language, visceral 
action, compelling characters, and stark emotion, The Devourers offers a reading 
experience quite unlike any other novel."  
 
Eidolon (Wraith Kings), Book 2 by Grace Draven: **Sequel to RADIANCE and Book 
#2 in the Wraith Kings series**  
 
In a bid for more power, the Shadow Queen of Haradis unleashes a malignant 
force into the world. Her son Brishen, younger prince of the Kai royal house, 
suddenly finds himself ruler of a kingdom blighted by a diseased darkness. His 
human wife Ildiko must decide if she will give up the man she loves in order to 
save his throne.  
 
Three kingdoms on the verge of war must unite to save each other, and a one-
eyed, reluctant king will raise an army of the dead to challenge an army of the 
damned.  
 
A tale of alliance and sacrifice.  
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Fireman by Joe Hill: From the award-winning, New York Times bestselling author 
of NOS4A2 and Heart-Shaped Box comes a chilling novel about a worldwide 
pandemic of spontaneous combustion that threatens to reduce civilization to 
ashes and a band of improbable heroes who battle to save it, led by one powerful 
and enigmatic man known as the Fireman. 
 
The fireman is coming. Stay cool. 
 
No one knows exactly when it began or where it originated. A terrifying new 
plague is spreading like wildfire across the country, striking cities one by one: 
Boston, Detroit, Seattle. The doctors call it Draco Incendia Trychophyton. To 
everyone else it’s Dragonscale, a highly contagious, deadly spore that marks its 
hosts with beautiful black and gold marks across their bodies—before causing 
them to burst into flames. Millions are infected; blazes erupt everywhere. There is 
no antidote. No one is safe. 
 
Harper Grayson, a compassionate, dedicated nurse as pragmatic as Mary Poppins, 
treated hundreds of infected patients before her hospital burned to the ground. 
Now she’s discovered the telltale gold-flecked marks on her skin. When the 
outbreak first began, she and her husband, Jakob, had made a pact: they would 
take matters into their own hands if they became infected. To Jakob’s dismay, 
Harper wants to live—at least until the fetus she is carrying comes to term. At the 
hospital, she witnessed infected mothers give birth to healthy babies and believes 
hers will be fine too. . . if she can live long enough to deliver the child. 
 
Convinced that his do-gooding wife has made him sick, Jakob becomes unhinged, 
and eventually abandons her as their placid New England community collapses in 
terror. The chaos gives rise to ruthless Cremation Squads—armed, self-appointed 
posses roaming the streets and woods to exterminate those who they believe 
carry the spore. But Harper isn’t as alone as she fears: a mysterious and 
compelling stranger she briefly met at the hospital, a man in a dirty yellow fire 
fighter’s jacket, carrying a hooked iron bar, straddles the abyss between insanity 
and death. Known as The Fireman, he strolls the ruins of New Hampshire, a 
madman afflicted with Dragonscale who has learned to control the fire within 
himself, using it as a shield to protect the hunted . . . and as a weapon to avenge 
the wronged. 
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In the desperate season to come, as the world burns out of control, Harper must 
learn the Fireman’s secrets before her life—and that of her unborn child—goes up 
in smoke. 
 
Flying by Carrie Jones: "New York Times bestselling author Carrie Jones 
introduces sassy alien-hunting cheerleader Mana in Flying, the launch of a 
sparkling new YA Science Fiction series. 
 
People have always treated seventeen-year-old Mana as someone in need of 
protection. She's used to being coddled, being an only child, but it's hard to 
imagine anything could ever happen in her small-town, normal life. As her 
mother's babying gets more stifling than ever, she's looking forward to cheering at 
the big game and getting out of the house for a while. 
 
But that night, Mana's life goes haywire. 
 
First, the hot guy she's been crushing on at school randomly flips out and starts 
spitting acid during the game. Then they get into a knockdown, drag-out fight in 
the locker room, during which Mana finds herself leaping around like a kangaroo 
on steroids. As a flyer on the cheerleading squad, she's always been a good 
jumper, but this is a bit much. By the time she gets home and finds her house 
trashed and an alien in the garage, Mana starts to wonder if her mother had her 
reasons for being overprotective. 
 
It turns out, Mana's frumpy, timid mom is actually an alien hunter, and now she's 
missing--taking a piece of technology with her that everyone wants their hands 
on, both human and alien. Now her supposed partner, a guy that Mana has never 
met or heard of (and who seems way too young and way too arrogant to be 
hunting aliens), has shown up, ordering Mana to come with him. Now, on her own 
for the first time, Mana will have to find a way to save her mother--and maybe the 
world--and hope she's up to the challenge." 
 
Heavenly Table by Donald Ray Pollock: "From Donald Ray Pollock, author of the 
highly acclaimed The Devil All the Time and Knockemstiff, comes a dark, gritty, 
electrifying (and, disturbingly, weirdly funny) new novel that will solidify his place 
among the best contemporary American authors.  
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It is 1917, in that sliver of border land that divides Georgia from Alabama. 
Dispossessed farmer Pearl Jewett ekes out a hardscrabble existence with his three 
young sons: Cane (the eldest; handsome; intelligent); Cob (short; heavy set; a bit 
slow); and Chimney (the youngest; thin; ill-tempered). Several hundred miles 
away in southern Ohio, a farmer by the name of Ellsworth Fiddler lives with his 
son, Eddie, and his wife, Eula. After Ellsworth is swindled out of his family's entire 
fortune, his life is put on a surprising, unforgettable, and violent trajectory that 
will directly lead him to cross paths with the Jewetts. No good can come of it. Or 
can it? 
 
In the gothic tradition of Flannery O'Connor and Cormac McCarthy with a healthy 
dose of cinematic violence reminiscent of Sam Peckinpah, Quentin Tarantino and 
the Coen Brothers, the Jewetts and the Fiddlers will find their lives colliding in 
increasingly dark and horrific ways, placing Donald Ray Pollock firmly in the 
company of the genre's literary masters." 
 
Hidden Universe Travel Guide: Star Trek: Vulcan by Dayton Ward: "Set in the Star 
Trek universe, this Hidden Universe travel guide explores all that Vulcan—Spock’s 
home planet—has to offer in an interactive guidebook. 
 
Plan your next trip to the planet Vulcan! Find restaurants that serve the best fried 
sandworms and Vulcan port. Take a trip to the Fire Plains or experience spring 
break at the Voroth Sea. Learn all about the native Vulcan people and their 
unusual customs. Discover how to correctly perform the traditional Vulcan 
salutation (you really don’t want to get this wrong). Learn key Vulcan phrases such 
as Nam-tor puyan-tvi-shal wilat: “Where is your restroom?” Find out what to do if 
you suddenly find yourself host to a katra—a Vulcan’s living spirit—at an 
inconvenient moment. All this and more can be found within the pages of this 
essential travel guide to one of the most popular—and logical—destinations in the 
known universe. 
 
This Hidden Universe travel guide draws on 50 years of Star Trek TV shows, films, 
and novels to present a comprehensive guide to Spock’s iconic home world. 
Modeled after real-world travel guides, the book will explore every significant 
region on Vulcan with fascinating historical, geographical, and cultural insights 
that bring the planet to life like never before. Also featuring a dynamic mixture of 
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classic Star Trek imagery and original illustrations created exclusively for the book, 
Hidden Universe Travel Guide: Star Trek: Vulcan is the perfect way to celebrate 50 
years of Star Trek and will thrill pop culture fans and hardcore Star Trek fans alike." 
 
Hike by Drew Magary: "“The Hike is Cormac McCarthy’s Alice in Wonderland—
gritty and terrifying but with deliriously surreal twists and turns. There’s not a 
chapter that doesn’t shock and surprise, and underneath it all is the levity and wit 
I’ve come to expect of Drew Magary’s writing.” —Jeffrey Cranor, New York Times 
bestselling cowriter of Welcome to Night Vale 
 
“It’s kind of a more cynical version of The Phantom Tollbooth mixed with a game 
of Dungeons & Dragons from Community creator Dan Harmon’s podcast 
Harmontown.” —Wired, chosen as one of “This Summer’s 14 Must-Read Books” 
 
From the author of The Postmortal, a fantasy saga unlike any you’ve read before, 
weaving elements of folk tales and video games into a riveting, unforgettable 
adventure of what a man will endure to return to his family 
  
When Ben, a suburban family man, takes a business trip to rural Pennsylvania, he 
decides to spend the afternoon before his dinner meeting on a short hike. Once 
he sets out into the woods behind his hotel, he quickly comes to realize that the 
path he has chosen cannot be given up easily. With no choice but to move 
forward, Ben finds himself falling deeper and deeper into a world of man-eating 
giants, bizarre demons, and colossal insects.  
  
On a quest of epic, life-or-death proportions, Ben finds help comes in some of the 
most unexpected forms, including a profane crustacean and a variety of magical 
objects, tools, and potions. Desperate to return to his family, Ben is determined to 
track down the “Producer,” the creator of the world in which he is being held 
hostage and the only one who can free him from the path. 
  
At once bitingly funny and emotionally absorbing, Magary’s novel is a remarkably 
unique addition to the contemporary fantasy genre, one that draws as easily from 
the world of classic folk tales as it does from video games. In The Hike, Magary 
takes readers on a daring odyssey away from our day-to-day grind and transports 
them into an enthralling world propelled by heart, imagination, and survival." 
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Hundred Thousand Worlds by Bob Proehl: "Valerie Torrey took her son, Alex, and 
fled Los Angeles six years ago—leaving both her role on a cult sci-fi TV show and 
her costar husband after a tragedy blew their small family apart. Now Val must 
reunite nine-year-old Alex with his estranged father, so they set out on a road trip 
from New York, Val making appearances at comic book conventions along the way.  
 
As they travel west, encountering superheroes, monsters, time travelers, and 
robots, Val and Alex are drawn into the orbit of the comic-con regulars, from a 
hapless twentysomething illustrator to a brilliant corporate comics writer 
stuggling with her industry's old-school ways to a group of cosplay women who 
provide a chorus of knowing commentary. For Alex, this world is a magical place 
where fiction becomes reality, but as they get closer to their destination, he 
begins to realize that the story his mother is telling him about their journey might 
have a very different ending than he imagined. 
 
A knowing and affectionate portrait of the geeky pleasures of fandom, A Hundred 
Thousand Worlds is also a tribute to the fierce and complicated love between a 
mother and son—and to the way the stories we create come to shape us." 
 
Immortal Crown by Keith Merrill: "This Academy Award Winning filmmaker and 
writer delivers ""enough magic, romance, weaponry, battles, plot twists, and 
complexity to appease even the most discerning LOTR fans..."" (Foreword) 
 
A thousand years ago, the Navigator possessed thirteen stones touched by 
Oum’ilah, the God of gods. Over time, these powerful stones of light were 
scattered and a prophecy arose declaring that a “child of no man” would gather 
them again, and he would be given immortality and reign forever as god and king 
of Kandelaar. 
 
Now, in an age of chaos, the time has come for the prophecy to be fulfilled. Light 
and darkness have each chosen a champion to claim the legendary stones: 
 
The sorceress of the cult of she-dragon has chosen Drakkor, a warrior and 
mercenary who travels with bandits and a corrupt stone of darkness. 
 
The Oracle of Oum’ilah has placed his faith in Ashar, a young postulant who is 
unsure the stones of light even exist. 
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Meanwhile, miles away, a slave named Ereon Qhuin dreams of freedom. 
Abandoned at birth, his only possession is a strange stone that he believes is the 
key to his destiny and freedom. 
 
A mercenary, a postulant, and a slave—which one is truly the child of prophecy? 
Who will wear the immortal crown?" 
 
Just One Damned Thing After Another by Jodi Taylor: "Time Siege, a fast-paced 
time-travel adventure from award-winning author Wesley Chu 
 
Having been haunted by the past and enslaved by the present, James Griffin-Mars 
is taking control of the future. 
 
Earth is a toxic, sparsely inhabited wasteland--the perfect hiding place for a 
fugitive ex-chronman to hide from the authorities. 
 
James has allies, scientists he rescued from previous centuries: Elise Kim, who 
believes she can renew Earth, given time; Grace Priestly, the venerated inventor of 
time travel herself; Levin, James's mentor and former pursuer, now disgraced; and 
the Elfreth, a population of downtrodden humans who want desperately to 
believe that James and his friends will heal their ailing home world. 
 
James also has enemies. They include the full military might of benighted solar 
system ruled by corporate greed and a desperate fear of what James will do next. 
At the forefront of their efforts to stop him is Kuo, the ruthless security head, who 
wants James's head on a pike and will stop at nothing to obtain it." 
 
Lady of Magick: A Noctis Magicae Novel by Sylvia Izzo Hunter: "Sylvia Izzo Hunter 
brought “both rural Brittany and an alternative Regency England to vivid life”* in 
The Midnight Queen, her debut novel of history, magic, and myth. Now, in her 
new Noctis Magicae novel, Sophie and Gray Marshall are ensnared in an arcane 
plot that threatens to undo them both. 
  
In her second year of studies at Merlin College, Oxford, Sophie Marshall is feeling 
alienated among fellow students who fail to welcome a woman to their ranks. So 
when her husband, Gray, is invited north as a visiting lecturer at the University in 
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Din Edin, they leap at the chance. There, Sophie’s hunger for magical knowledge 
can finally be nourished. But soon, Sophie must put her newly learned skills to the 
test. 
  
Sophie returns home one day to find a note from Gray—he’s been summoned 
urgently to London. But when he doesn’t return, and none of her spells can find a 
trace of him, she realizes something sinister has befallen him. With the help of her 
sister, Joanna, she delves into Gray’s disappearance, and soon finds herself in a 
web of magick and intrigue that threatens not just Gray, but the entire kingdom. 
 
*National Bestselling Author Juliet Marillier " 
 
Life Debt: Aftermath (Star Wars) by Chuck Wendig: "Set between the events of 
Return of the Jedi and The Force Awakens, the never-before-told story that began 
with Star Wars: Aftermath continues in this thrilling novel, the second book of 
Chuck Wendig’s New York Times bestselling trilogy. 
 
It is a dark time for the Empire. . . .  
 
The Emperor is dead, and the remnants of his former Empire are in retreat. As the 
New Republic fights to restore a lasting peace to the galaxy, some dare to imagine 
new beginnings and new destinies. For Han Solo, that means settling his last 
outstanding debt, by helping Chewbacca liberate the Wookiee’s homeworld of 
Kashyyyk. 
  
Meanwhile, Norra Wexley and her band of Imperial hunters pursue Grand Admiral 
Rae Sloane and the Empire’s remaining leadership across the galaxy. Even as more 
and more officers are brought to justice, Sloane continues to elude the New 
Republic, and Norra fears Sloane may be searching for a means to save the 
crumbling Empire from oblivion. But the hunt for Sloane is cut short when Norra 
receives an urgent request from Princess Leia Organa. The attempt to liberate 
Kashyyyk has carried Han Solo, Chewbacca, and a band of smugglers into an 
ambush—resulting in Chewie’s capture and Han’s disappearance. 
  
Breaking away from their official mission and racing toward the Millennium 
Falcon’s last known location, Norra and her crew prepare for any challenge that 
stands between them and their missing comrades. But they can’t anticipate the 
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true depth of the danger that awaits them—or the ruthlessness of the enemy 
drawing them into his crosshairs." 
 
The Long Cosmos: A Novel (Long Earth) by Terry Pratchett & Stephen Baxter: The 
thrilling conclusion to the internationally bestselling Long Earth series explores the 
greatest question of all: What is the meaning of life? 
 
2070-71. Nearly six decades after Step Day, a new society continues to evolve in 
the Long Earth. Now, a message has been received: “Join us.” 
 
The Next—the hyper-intelligent post-humans—realize that the missive contains 
instructions for kick-starting the development of an immense artificial intelligence 
known as The Machine. But to build this computer the size of an Earth continent, 
they must obtain help from the more populous and still industrious worlds of 
mankind. 
 
Meanwhile, on a trek in the High Meggers, Joshua Valienté, now nearing seventy, 
is saved from death when a troll band discovers him. Living among the trolls as he 
recovers, Joshua develops a deeper understanding of this collective-intelligence 
species and its society. He discovers that some older trolls, with capacious 
memories, act as communal libraries, and live on a very strange Long Earth world, 
in caverns under the root systems of trees as tall as mountains. 
 
Valienté also learns something much more profound . . . about life and its purpose 
in the Long Earth: We cultivate the cosmos to maximize the opportunities for life 
and joy in this universe, and to prepare for new universes to come. 
 
Magic Bitter, Magic Sweet by Charlie Holmberg: "Maire is a baker with an 
extraordinary gift: she can infuse her treats with emotions and abilities, which are 
then passed on to those who eat them. She doesn’t know why she can do this and 
remembers nothing of who she is or where she came from. 
 
When marauders raid her town, Maire is captured and sold to the eccentric 
Allemas, who enslaves her and demands that she produce sinister confections, 
including a witch’s gingerbread cottage, a living cookie boy, and size-altering 
cakes. 
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During her captivity, Maire is visited by Fyel, a ghostly being who is reluctant to 
reveal his connection to her. The more often they meet, the more her memories 
return, and she begins to piece together who and what she really is—as well as 
past mistakes that yield cosmic consequences. 
 
From the author of The Paper Magician series comes a haunting and otherworldly 
tale of folly and consequence, forgiveness and redemption." 
 
Moonburner by Claire Luana: "When 17-year old Kai is exposed as a female 
sorceress--a moonburner, she knows the punishment is death. Despite the odds 
against her, Kai escapes her fate and undertakes a harrowing journey to a land 
where moonburners are revered and trained as warriors.  
 
But the moonburner citadel is not the place of refuge and learning that Kai 
imagined. The ongoing war against the male sorcerers, or sunburners, has led the 
citadel leadership down a dark path that could spell the end of all magic. Armed 
with a secret from her past and a handsome but dangerous ally in the sunburner 
prince, Kai may be the only one able to prevent the destruction of her people. 
 
The debut novel from Claire Luana, Moonburner is an exciting new addition to the 
literary world of young adult fantasy. Moonburner is filled with adventure, 
romance, and humor, and will appeal to fans of Kristin Cashore, Sarah Maas, and 
Leigh Bardugo. " 
 
Nevernight by Jay Kristoff: "Nevernight is the first in an epic new fantasy series 
from the New York Times bestselling author, Jay Kristoff. 
 
In a land where three suns almost never set, a fledgling killer joins a school of 
assassins, seeking vengeance against the powers who destroyed her family. 
 
Daughter of an executed traitor, Mia Corvere is barely able to escape her father’s 
failed rebellion with her life. Alone and friendless, she hides in a city built from the 
bones of a dead god, hunted by the Senate and her father’s former comrades. But 
her gift for speaking with the shadows leads her to the door of a retired killer, and 
a future she never imagined. 
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Now, a sixteen year old Mia is apprenticed to the deadliest flock of assassins in the 
entire Republic ― the Red Church. Treachery and trials await her with the 
Church’s halls, and to fail is to die. But if she survives to initiation, Mia will be 
inducted among the chosen of the Lady of Blessed Murder, and one step closer to 
the only thing she desires." 
 
Nightmare Stacks (Laundry Files Novel #7 ) by Charles Stross: After stumbling 
upon the algorithm that turned him and his fellow merchant bankers into 
vampires, Alex Schwartz was drafted by the Laundry, Britain’s secret counter-
occult agency that’s humanity’s first line of defense against the forces of darkness. 
Dependent on his new employers for his continued existence—as Alex has no 
stomach for predatory blood-sucking—he has little choice but to accept his new 
role as an operative-in-training. 
  
For his first assignment, Alex is dispatched to Leeds to help assess the costs of 
renovating a 1950s Cold War bunker for use as the Laundry’s new headquarters. 
Unfortunately, Leeds is Alex’s hometown, and the thought of breaking the news to 
his parents that he’s left banking for the Civil Service, while hiding his undead 
condition, is causing him more anxiety than learning how to live as a vampire 
secret agent preparing to confront multiple apocalypses. 
  
Alex’s only saving grace is Cassie Brewer, a drama student appearing in the local 
goth festival who is inexplicably attracted to him despite his awkward personality 
and massive amounts of sunblock. 
  
But Cassie has secrets of her own—secrets that make Alex’s nightlife behaviors 
seem positively normal... 
 
Night of the Animals by Bill Broun: "In this imaginative debut, the tale of Noah’s 
Ark is brilliantly recast as a story of fate and family, set in a near-future London. 
 
Over the course of a single night in 2052, a homeless man named Cuthbert 
Handley sets out on an astonishing quest: to release the animals of the London 
Zoo. When he was a young boy, Cuthbert’s grandmother had told him he inherited 
a magical ability to communicate with the animal world—a gift she called the 
Wonderments. Ever since his older brother’s death in childhood, Cuthbert has 
heard voices. These maddening whispers must be the Wonderments, he believes, 
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and recently they have promised to reunite him with his lost brother and bring 
about the coming of a Lord of Animals . . . if he fulfills this curious request. 
 
Cuthbert flickers in and out of awareness throughout his desperate pursuit. But 
his grand plan is not the only thing that threatens to disturb the collective unease 
of the city. Around him is greater turmoil, as the rest of the world anxiously 
anticipates the rise of a suicide cult set on destroying the world’s animals along 
with themselves. 
 
Meanwhile, Cuthbert doggedly roams the zoo, cutting open the enclosures, while 
pressing the animals for information about his brother. Just as this unlikely yet 
loveable hero begins to release the animals, the cult’s members flood the city’s 
streets. Has Cuthbert succeeded in harnessing the power of the Wonderments, or 
has he only added to the chaos—and sealed these innocent animals’ fates? 
 
Night of the Animals is an enchanting and inventive tale that explores the 
boundaries of reality, the ghosts of love and trauma, and the power of 
redemption." 
 
Obelisk Gate by N. K. Jemisin: "Continuing the trilogy that began with the multi-
award-nominated The Fifth Season 
Shortlisted for the Hugo, Nebula, Audie, and Locus Awards 
The inaugural Wired.com book club book 
This is the way the world ends, for the last time. 
 
The season of endings grows darker, as civilization fades into the long cold night. 
 
Essun -- once Damaya, once Syenite, now avenger -- has found shelter, but not her 
daughter. Instead there is Alabaster Tenring, destroyer of the world, with a 
request. But if Essun does what he asks, it would seal the fate of the Stillness 
forever. 
 
Far away, her daughter Nassun is growing in power - and her choices will break 
the world." 
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People in the Castle: Selected Strange Stories by Joan Aiken: Here is the whisper 
in the night, the dog whose loyalty outlasted death, the creak upstairs, that half-
remembered ghost story that won't let you sleep, the sound that raises 
gooseflesh, the wish you'd checked the lock on the door before dark fell. Here are 
tales of suspense and the supernatural that will chill, amuse, and exhilarate. 
Features a new introduction by the late author's daughter, Lizza Aiken. 
 
Best known for The Wolves of Willoughby Chase, Joan Aiken (1924–2004) wrote 
over a hundred books and won the Guardian and Edgar Allan Poe awards. After 
her first husband's death, she supported her family by copyediting at Argosy 
magazine and an advertising agency before turning to fiction. She went on to 
write for Vogue, Good Housekeeping, Vanity Fair, Argosy, Women's Own, and 
many others. Visit her online at joanaiken.com." 
 
Portals, Passages & Pathways: Book 1: In the Land of Maul B. R. Magnanthia: 
"Ever wonder, ""Why am I here?"" For Fourteen-year-old Simon Whittaker the 
answer is awaiting on the other side of a magic portal...but so is the darkest, 
primal evil. 
 
WINNER of the 2015 IPPY Awards in NEW YORK for BEST Sci-fy/Fantasy/Horror 
eBook, In the Land of Magnanthia will take you on an adventure you will never 
forget! 
 
When a portal to another world cracks open just outside a small town in 
Minnesota, it sets off a series of events forever changing the lives of two boys; 
one boy is set on the path to save the world, while the other is on a path to tear it 
apart. 
 
What pathway are YOU on?" 
 
Postmortal by Drew Magary: "John Farrell is about to get ""The Cure.""  
 
Old age can never kill him now.  
The only problem is, everything else still can . . . 
 
Imagine a near future where a cure for aging is discovered and-after much 
political and moral debate-made available to people worldwide. Immortality, 
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however, comes with its own unique problems-including evil green people, 
government euthanasia programs, a disturbing new religious cult, and other 
horrors. Witty, eerie, and full of humanity, The Postmortal is an unforgettable 
thriller that envisions a pre-apocalyptic world so real that it is completely 
terrifying. 
 
Pride's Spell: A Sin Du Jour Affair by Matt Wallace: "The team at Sin du 
Jour―New York’s exclusive caterers-to-the-damned―find themselves up against 
their toughest challenge yet when they’re lured out west to prepare a feast in the 
most forbidding place in America: Hollywood, where false gods rule supreme. 
 
Meanwhile, back at home, Ritter is attacked at home by the strangest hit-squad 
the world has ever seen, and the team must pull out all the stops if they’re to 
prevent themselves from being offered up as the main course in a feast they 
normally provide 
 
Starring: The Prince of Lies, Lena Tarr, Darren Vargas. With Byron Luck. 
Introducing: the Easter Bunny. 
 
Pride's Spell is the third installment in Matt Wallace's Sin du Jour series." 
 
Radiance (Wraith Kings, Book 2) by Grace Draven: "~THE PRINCE OF NO VALUE~  
Brishen Khaskem, prince of the Kai, has lived content as the nonessential spare 
heir to a throne secured many times over. A trade and political alliance between 
the human kingdom of Gaur and the Kai kingdom of Bast-Haradis requires that he 
marry a Gauri woman to seal the treaty. Always a dutiful son, Brishen agrees to 
the marriage and discovers his bride is as ugly as he expected and more beautiful 
than he could have imagined.  
 
~THE NOBLEWOMAN OF NO IMPORTANCE~  
 
Ildiko, niece of the Gauri king, has always known her only worth to the royal family 
lay in a strategic marriage. Resigned to her fate, she is horrified to learn that her 
intended groom isn’t just a foreign aristocrat but the younger prince of a people 
neither familiar nor human. Bound to her new husband, Ildiko will leave behind all 
she’s known to embrace a man shrouded in darkness but with a soul forged by 
light.  
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Two people brought together by the trappings of duty and politics will discover 
they are destined for each other, even as the powers of a hostile kingdom scheme 
to tear them apart." 
 
Time Siege by Wesley Chu: "Time Siege, a fast-paced time-travel adventure from 
award-winning author Wesley Chu 
 
Having been haunted by the past and enslaved by the present, James Griffin-Mars 
is taking control of the future. 
 
Earth is a toxic, sparsely inhabited wasteland--the perfect hiding place for a 
fugitive ex-chronman to hide from the authorities. 
 
James has allies, scientists he rescued from previous centuries: Elise Kim, who 
believes she can renew Earth, given time; Grace Priestly, the venerated inventor of 
time travel herself; Levin, James's mentor and former pursuer, now disgraced; and 
the Elfreth, a population of downtrodden humans who want desperately to 
believe that James and his friends will heal their ailing home world. 
 
James also has enemies. They include the full military might of benighted solar 
system ruled by corporate greed and a desperate fear of what James will do next. 
At the forefront of their efforts to stop him is Kuo, the ruthless security head, who 
wants James's head on a pike and will stop at nothing to obtain it." 
 
Waking Fire by Anthony Ryan: "Throughout the vast lands controlled by the 
Ironship Trading Syndicate, nothing is more prized than the blood of drakes. 
Harvested from captive or hunted Reds, Greens, Blues and Blacks, it can be 
distilled into elixirs that bestow fearsome powers on the rare men and women 
known as the Blood-blessed. 
  
But not many know the truth: that the lines of drakes are weakening. If they fail, 
war with the neighbouring Corvantine Empire will follow swiftly. The Syndicate’s 
last hope resides in whispers of the existence of another breed of drake, far more 
powerful than the rest, and the few who have been chosen by fate to seek it. 
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Claydon Torcreek is a petty thief and an unregistered Blood-blessed who finds 
himself pressed into service by the Protectorate and sent to wild, uncharted lands 
in search of a creature he believes is little more than legend. Lizanne Lethridge is a 
formidable spy and assassin facing gravest danger on an espionage mission deep 
into the heart of enemy territory. And Corrick Hilemore is the second lieutenant of 
an Ironship cruiser whose pursuit of ruthless brigands leads him to a far greater 
threat at the edge of the world. 
  
As lives and empires clash and intertwine, as the unknown and the known collide, 
all three must fight to turn the tide of a coming war, or drown in its wake." 
 
War Factory by Neal Asher: "Thorvald Spear, resurrected from his death over a 
hundred years earlier, continues to hunt Penny Royal, the rogue AI and dangerous 
war criminal on the run from Polity forces. Beyond the Graveyard, a lawless and 
deadly area in deep space, Spear follows the trail of several enemy Prador, the 
crab-like alien species with a violent history of conflict with humanity. 
 
Sverl, a Prador genetically modified by Penny Royal and slowly becoming human, 
pursues Cvorn, a Prador harboring deep hatred for the Polity looking to use him 
and other hybrids to reignite the dormant war with mankind. 
 
Blite, captain of a bounty hunting ship, hands over two prisoners and valuable 
memplants from Penny Royal to the Brockle, a dangerous forensics entity under 
strict confinement on a Polity spaceship that quickly takes a keen interest in the 
corrupted AI and its unclear motives. 
 
Penny Royal meanwhile continues to pull all the strings in the background, 
keeping the Polity at bay and seizing control of an attack ship. It seeks Factory 
Station Room 101, a wartime manufacturing space station believed to be 
destroyed. What does it want with the factory? And will Spear find the rogue AI 
before it gets there? 
 
War Factory, the second book in the Transformation trilogy, is signature space 
opera from Neal Asher: breakneck pacing, high-tech science, bizarre alien 
creatures, and gritty, dangerous far-future worlds. 
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Skyhorse Publishing, under our Night Shade and Talos imprints, is proud to publish 
a broad range of titles for readers interested in science fiction (space opera, time 
travel, hard SF, alien invasion, near-future dystopia), fantasy (grimdark, sword and 
sorcery, contemporary urban fantasy, steampunk, alternative history), and horror 
(zombies, vampires, and the occult and supernatural), and much more. While not 
every title we publish becomes a New York Times bestseller, a national bestseller, 
or a Hugo or Nebula award-winner, we are committed to publishing quality books 
from a diverse group of authors." 
 
Weaver's Lament by Elizabeth Haydon: "Acclaimed author Elizabeth Haydon 
returns with a heartbreaking tale of love and valor in The Weaver’s Lament, the 
ninth and final installment of her USA Today bestselling Symphony of Ages series 
that began with Rhapsody. 
 
For a thousand years, the lands ruled by the Cymrian Alliance have been at peace. 
When the brutal death of a dear friend catapults the kingdom to the brink of civil 
war, Rhapsody finds herself in an impossible situation: forced to choose between 
her beloved husband, Ashe, and her two oldest friends, Grunthor and Achmed. 
Choosing her husband will mean the death of thousands of innocents. Siding 
against him will cost Rhapsody the other half of her soul, both in this life and the 
next. 
 
In The Weaver's Lament, the lines between the past and future are irrevocably 
blurred, and the strength of true love is tested in unthinkable ways. Bestselling 
author Elizabeth Haydon has delivered a spectacular conclusion to the Symphony 
of Ages" 
 
Whisper of Southern Lights by Tim Lebbon: "Death and destruction follow the 
demon wherever he treads, and Gabriel is rarely far behind, waiting for his chance 
to extinguish the creature known as Temple once and for all. 
 
But in Singapore during the Second World War, a lone soldier in possession of a 
shattering secret gets caught up in their battle. The knowledge he holds could 
change the course of their ancient conflict… and the fate of the world. 
 
A Whisper of Southern Lights is a standalone tale in the Assassins series by Tim 
Lebbon." 
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Year's Best Science Fiction: Thirty-Third Annual Collection: In the new millennium, 

what secrets lay beyond the far reaches of the universe? What mysteries belie the 

truths we once held to be self evident? The world of science fiction has long been 

a porthole into the realities of tomorrow, blurring the line between life and art. 

Now, in The Year's Best Science Fiction: Thirty-Third Annual Collection, the very 

best SF authors explore ideas of a new world. This venerable collection brings 

together award-winning authors and masters of the field. With an extensive 

recommended reading guide and a summation of the year in science fiction, this 

annual compilation of short stories has become the definitive must-read 

anthology for all science fiction fans and readers interested in breaking into the 

genre. 

 
You can request titles online via the online catalog – StarCat – here’s the link to 
the StarCat homepage: http://enterprise.stls.org/ 
 
And you can also request items the old fashioned way, by stopping by any of the 
library’s customer service desks or by giving us a call at: 607-936-3713. 
 
 

List revised 8/8/2016 LR  

http://enterprise.stls.org/

