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Romances:  

 

City Baker's Guide to Country Living by Louise Miller: "A full-hearted novel about 
a big-city baker who discovers the true meaning of home—and that sometimes 
the best things are found when you didn’t even know you were looking 

 

When Olivia Rawlings—pastry chef extraordinaire for an exclusive Boston dinner 
club—sets not just her flambéed dessert but the entire building alight, she 
escapes to the most comforting place she can think of—the idyllic town of 
Guthrie, Vermont, home of Bag Balm, the country’s longest-running contra dance, 
and her best friend Hannah. But the getaway turns into something more lasting 
when Margaret Hurley, the cantankerous, sweater-set-wearing owner of the Sugar 
Maple Inn, offers Livvy a job. Broke and knowing that her days at the club are 
numbered, Livvy accepts. 

 

Livvy moves with her larger-than-life, uberenthusiastic dog, Salty, into a 
sugarhouse on the inn’s property and begins creating her mouthwatering desserts 
for the residents of Guthrie. She soon uncovers the real reason she has been 
hired—to help Margaret reclaim the inn’s blue ribbon status at the annual county 
fair apple pie contest. 

  

With the joys of a fragrant kitchen, the sound of banjos and fiddles being tuned in 
a barn, and the crisp scent of the orchard just outside the front door, Livvy soon 
finds herself immersed in small town life. And when she meets Martin McCracken, 
the Guthrie native who has returned from Seattle to tend his ailing father, Livvy  
comes to understand that she may not be as alone in this world as she once 
thought. 

  

But then another new arrival takes the community by surprise, and Livvy must 
decide whether to do what she does best and flee—or stay and finally discover 
what it means to belong. Olivia Rawlings may finally find out that the life you want 
may not be the one you expected—it could be even better." 
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Daredevil Snared by Stephanie Laurens: "Captain Caleb Frobisher, hedonistic 
youngest son of a seafaring dynasty, wants to be taken seriously. Seizing the next 
leg of the covert mission his brothers are pursuing, he acts decisively and 
effectively in securing the mission's objectives. But responsibility has taken root, 
and he remains in the jungle to ensure the mission's ultimate goal.  

 

Katherine Fortescue fled a life of poverty and came to Freetown as a governess, 
only to be kidnapped and forced to oversee the child workforce at a mine. 
Guarded by well-armed, well-trained mercenaries, the captives have lost all hope 
of escape. Then Katherine meets a handsome man—a captain—and he brings the 
sweet promise of rescue.  

 

The sadistic mercenary who runs the mine has other plans, but Caleb's true 
strength lies in extracting advantage from adversity, and through the clashes that 
follow, he becomes the leader he was always destined to be. The sort of man 
Katherine can trust—with her body, with her life. With her love. " 

 

Don't Tempt Me by Lori Foster: "Love comes along when it's least wanted  

 

Jason Guthrie has no time for entanglements—between helping out his widowed 
brother and teenage nephew and getting his hometown back on its feet, his days 
are spoken for. But his nights are another story… And when his lovely new 
neighbor, Honor Brown, reluctantly accepts his help in remodeling her house, 
Jason finds himself wishing his handyman skills could knock down the defenses 
she keeps building around herself.  

 

Martial arts teacher Sullivan Dean knows real danger when he sees it—even when 
it takes the form of the gorgeous blonde helping her friend move in across the 
street. After putting his wayward past behind him to focus on teaching control to 
troubled kids, Sullivan has learned to avoid party girls like Lexie Perkins. But 
Sullivan can't seem to keep his hands off the real woman behind that flirty 
charm—or keep his heart from landing at her feet…" 
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Falling by Jane Green: When Emma Montague left the strict confines of upper-
crust British life for New York, she felt sure it would make her happy. Away from 
her parents and expectations, she felt liberated, throwing herself into Manhattan 
life replete with a high-paying job, a gorgeous apartment, and a string of 
successful boyfriends. But the cutthroat world of finance and relentless pursuit of 
more began to take its toll. This wasn’t the life she wanted either.  

  

On the move again, Emma settles in the picturesque waterfront town of Westport, 
Connecticut, a world apart from both England and Manhattan. It is here that she 
begins to confront what it is she really wants from her life. With no job, and 
knowing only one person in town, she channels her passion for creating beautiful 
spaces into remaking the dilapidated cottage she rents from Dominic, a local 
handyman who lives next door with his six-year-old son.  

  

Unlike any man Emma has ever known, Dominic is confident, grounded, and 
committed to being present for his son whose mother fled shortly after he was 
born. They become friends, and slowly much more, as Emma finds herself feeling 
at home in a way she never has before. 

  

But just as they start to imagine a life together as a family, fate intervenes in the 
most shocking of ways. For the first time, Emma has to stay and fight for what she 
loves, for the truth she has discovered about herself, or risk losing it all.  

  

In a novel of changing seasons, shifting lives, and selfless love, a story unfolds—of 
one woman’s far-reaching journey to discover who she is truly meant to be… 

 

First First Gentleman by Gerald Weaver: "The First First Gentleman is an epic love 
story about the obstacles overcome by Melinda Sherman, a physically and 
emotionally wounded war hero who falls in love with a worldly political operative 
who manages her campaign for President of the United States. 

 

Their love is their greatest political asset. She speaks out in a stunning way that 
punctures the cultural orthodoxy and feeds the public's hunger for a different 
political leader, while dark forces seek to undo her. This novel is a healing love 
story, a political thriller, a starkly honest social commentary, and an homage to 
Charles Dickens." 
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Gift for Guile by Alissa Johnson: "She's a liar. She's a con. She's a thief.  

And God help him, but he'll do anything to keep her safe. 

 

Beautiful and conniving, maddening and brilliant, Esther is everything private 
detective Samuel Brass shouldn't want. Esther knows she's put herself in terrible 
danger, but nothing will stop her from making amends-not her family's enemies, 
not old fears, and certainly not the domineering, interfering, and undeniably 
handsome former officer of the Scotland Yard. Yet whenever he's near, Samuel 
makes her long for a life that can never be hers...and wish she were worthy of 
being saved. 

 

Second in an exciting late Victorian romance series from a RITA Award nominee! 

 

Thief Takers Series:  

A Talent for Trickery, Book 1  

A Gift for Guile, Book 2  

Dangerous Deceit, Coming Soon  

 

""From the first page, Johnson seizes readers' attention... Losing none of her witty 
dialogue or clever plotting, she pulls readers this way and that as the story swiftly 
turns from suspense to romance and back again.""-RT Book Reviews on A Talent 
for Trickery" 

 

Hottest Mess by J. Kenner: "The S.I.N. series continues with the seductive follow-
up to the Stark International Novel Dirtiest Secret, from the New York Times 
bestselling author of “red-hot and angsty” fiction that “keeps readers guessing” 
(Publishers Weekly, on Under My Skin). 

 

No one can know about our love—and hiding only makes it hotter. 

  

Dallas Sykes has a reputation. He is known for his parties, his money, and the 
countless women on his arm. Yet the Dallas I know is a different man—darker, 
smarter, and unbearably sexy. Just one look from him can leave me breathless; the 
anticipation of his touch can make me lose control. 
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Inextricably bound by our past, we keep each other’s secrets. And while there are 
people who have the power to hurt us, it’s the truth that threatens us most of all.  

  

Dallas can be mine only behind closed doors, our passion as searing as it is 
forbidden. Yet nothing in this world has ever felt so desperately, deliciously right. 

 

Praise for J. Kenner’s Dirtiest Secret 

  

“[A] high-octane contemporary, the first in [Kenner’s] new Stark International 
Novel (S.I.N.) trilogy . . . Kenner skillfully builds a top-notch thriller.”—Publishers 
Weekly 

  

“Fans of Kenner’s steamy, decadent and daring plotlines will feel right at home in 
her new S.I.N. series and revel in the escapades of her tortured characters and 
their forbidden passion. As always, Kenner delivers a sensual and heady physical 
relationship, fraught with danger, forbidden love and high-stakes 
complications.”—RT Book Reviews 

  

“Strong writing propels an exciting tale of longing, danger, and forbidden desire. 
The ending’s twist will leave readers eager for the next installment.”—Library 
Journal" 

 

Invitation by Lucy Foley: "An evocative love story set along the Italian Riviera 
about a group of charismatic stars who all have secrets and pasts they try 
desperately--and dangerously--to hide. 

 

Rome, 1953: Hal, an itinerant journalist flailing in the post-war darkness, has come 
to the Eternal City to lose himself and to seek absolution for the thing that haunts 
him. One evening he finds himself on the steps of a palazzo, walking into a world 
of privilege and light. Here, on a rooftop above the city, he meets the mysterious 
Stella. Hal and Stella are from different worlds, but their connection is magnetic. 
Together, they escape the crowded party and imagine a different life, even if it's 
just for a night. Yet Stella vanishes all too quickly, and Hal is certain their paths 
won't cross again. 

 

But a year later they are unexpectedly thrown together, after Hal receives an 
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invitation he cannot resist. An Italian Contessa asks him to assist on a trip of a 
lifetime--acting as a reporter on a tremendous yacht, skimming its way along the 
Italian coast toward Cannes film festival, the most famous artists and movie stars 
of the day gathered to promote a new film. 

 

Of all the luminaries aboard--an Italian ingenue, an American star, a reclusive 
director--only one holds Hal in thrall: Stella. And while each has a past that belies 
the gilded surface, Stella has the most to hide. As Hal's obsession with Stella 
grows, he becomes determined to bring back the girl she once was, the girl who's 
been confined to history. 

 

An irresistibly entertaining and atmospheric novel set in some of the world's most 
glamorous locales, THE INVITATION is a sultry love story about the ways in which 
the secrets of the past stay with us--no matter how much we try to escape them." 

 

It Ends with Us by Colleen Hoover: "The newest, highly anticipated novel from 
beloved #1 New York Times bestselling author, Colleen Hoover. 

 

Sometimes it is the one who loves you who hurts you the most. 

 

Lily hasn’t always had it easy, but that’s never stopped her from working hard for 
the life she wants. She’s come a long way from the small town in Maine where she 
grew up—she graduated from college, moved to Boston, and started her own 
business. So when she feels a spark with a gorgeous neurosurgeon named Ryle 
Kincaid, everything in Lily’s life suddenly seems almost too good to be true. 

 

Ryle is assertive, stubborn, maybe even a little arrogant. He’s also sensitive, 
brilliant, and has a total soft spot for Lily. And the way he looks in scrubs certainly 
doesn’t hurt. Lily can’t get him out of her head. But Ryle’s complete aversion to 
relationships is disturbing. Even as Lily finds herself becoming the exception to his 
“no dating” rule, she can’t help but wonder what made him that way in the first 
place. 

 

As questions about her new relationship overwhelm her, so do thoughts of Atlas 
Corrigan—her first love and a link to the past she left behind. He was her kindred 
spirit, her protector. When Atlas suddenly reappears, everything Lily has built with 
Ryle is threatened.  
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With this bold and deeply personal novel, Colleen Hoover delivers a heart-
wrenching story that breaks exciting new ground for her as a writer. Combining a 
captivating romance with a cast of all-too-human characters, It Ends With Us is an 
unforgettable tale of love that comes at the ultimate price." 

 

Liar's Key by Carla Neggers: "An FBI legend, a mysterious antiquities specialist and 
a brazen art thief draw top FBI agents Emma Sharpe and Colin Donovan into a 
complex web of blackmail, greed and murder in the eagerly awaited new novel in 
the highly acclaimed Sharpe & Donovan series  

 

Emma Sharpe is suspicious when retired Special Agent Gordon Wheelock, a 
legend in FBI art crimes, drops by her Boston office for a visit. Gordy says he's 
heard rumors about stolen ancient mosaics. Emma, an art crimes specialist 
herself, won't discuss the rumors. Especially since they involve Oliver York, an 
unrepentant English art thief. Gordy and Emma's grandfather, a renowned private 
art detective, chased Oliver for a decade. Gordy knows Wendell Sharpe didn't give 
him everything he had on the thief. Even now, Oliver will never be prosecuted.  

 

When a shocking death occurs, Emma is drawn into the investigation. The 
evidence points to a deadly conspiracy between Wendell and Oliver, and Emma's 
fiancé, deep cover agent Colin Donovan, knows he can't stay out of this one. He 
also knows there will be questions about Emma's role and where her loyalties lie.  

 

From Boston to Maine to Ireland, Emma and Colin track a dangerous killer as the 
lives of their family and friends are at stake. With the help of their friend, Irish 
priest Finian Bracken, and Emma's brother, Lucas, the Sharpes and Donovans must 
band together to stop a killer.  

 

No one creates exciting, action-packed romantic suspense and international 
intrigue like New York Times bestselling author Carla Neggers." 

 

Monsoon Summer by Julia Gregson: "By the award-winning author of East of the 
Sun, an epic love story moving from England to India, about the forbidden love 
between a young Indian doctor and an English midwife. 

 

Oxfordshire, 1947. Kit Smallwood, hiding a painful secret and exhausted from 
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nursing soldiers during the Second World War, escapes to Wickam Farm where her 
friend is setting up a charity sending midwives to the Moonstone Home in South 
India. 

 

Then Kit meets Anto, an Indian doctor finishing his medical training at Oxford. But 
Kit’s light skinned mother is in fact Anglo-Indian with secrets of her own, and Anto 
is everything she does not want for her daughter. 

 

Despite the threat of estrangement, Kit is excited for the future, hungry for 
adventure, and deeply in love. She and Anto secretly marry and set off for South 
India—where Kit plans to run the maternity hospital she’s helped from afar.  

 

But Kit’s life in India does not turn out as she imagined. Anto’s large, traditional 
family wanted him to marry an Indian bride and find it hard to accept Kit. Their 
relationship under immense strain, Kit’s job is also fraught with tension as they 
both face a newly independent India, where riots have left millions dead and 
there is deep-rooted suspicion of the English. In a rapidly changing world, Kit’s 
naiveté is to land her in a frightening and dangerous situation... 

 

Based on true accounts of European midwives in India, Monsoon Summer is a 
powerful story of secrets, the nature of home, the comforts and frustrations of 
family, and how far we’ll go to be with those we love." 

 

Shadow Rider by Christine Feehan: "The #1 New York Times bestselling “queen of 
paranormal romance”* is back with a sexy new series starring a Chicago crime 
family that hides a dark, mystical secret... 

  

Whether it’s fast cars or fast women, Stefano Ferraro gets what he wants. When 
he’s not fodder for the paparazzi, he commands Ferraro family businesses—both 
legitimate and illegitimate. 

  

While their criminal activity is simply a rumor yet to be proven, no one knows the 
real truth. The Ferraros are a family of shadow riders capable of manipulating light 
and dark, an ability Stefano thought ran in his family alone—until now… 

  

With little left to her name, Francesca Cappello has come to Chicago in hopes of a 
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new life. She wasn’t expecting to attract the attention of a man with primal 
hunger in his eyes, driven to claim her as his to protect and to please. And if he 
discovers her secret, it could ruin her..." 

 

Summer to Remember by Marilyn Pappano: "FIRST LOVE NEVER FADES . . .  

It's been a long time since widow Fia Thomas felt the spark of physical attraction. 
But from the moment she meets Elliot Ross one stormy night, she yearns for a 
fresh start, for him to make her feel whole and well again. With his broad 
shoulders and a warm smile crinkling his dark eyes, he could finally offer her the 
solace she's been seeking. And she's willing to give him anything in return . . . 
except a promise that could break his heart. 

 

Now that Elliot is out of the Army, he's looking for a place to call home. Tallgrass 
was just a stop to stretch his legs, yet one look at Fia halts him in his tracks. In her 
sweet, sassy company, he finds the soul mate he never thought he'd have. But Fia 
is holding something back-something that keeps her from making any plans. 
Elliot's new mission: gain Fia's trust...and convince her that summer's end can 
mean a new beginning." 

 

Sweet Little Lies by Jill Shalvis: "Choose the one guy you can’t have . . .As captain 
of a San Francisco Bay tour boat, Pru can handle rough seas—the hard part is life 
on dry land. Pru loves her new apartment and her neighbors; problem is, she’s in 
danger of stumbling into love with Mr. Right for Anybody But Her. 

 

Fall for him—hard . . . 

 

Pub owner Finn O’Riley is six-foot-plus of hard-working hottie who always makes 
time for his friends. When Pru becomes one of them, she discovers how amazing 
it feels to be on the receiving end of that deep green gaze. But when a freak 
accident involving darts (don’t ask) leads to shirtless first aid, things rush way past 
the friend zone. Fast. 

 

And then tell him the truth. 

 

Pru only wants Finn to be happy; it’s what she wishes for at the historic fountain 
that’s supposed to grant her heart’s desire. But wanting him for herself is a 
different story—because Pru’s been keeping a secret that could change 
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everything. . . " 

 

Swept Away by Robyn Carr: "The emotional story of a young woman's journey as 
she leaves behind all the things she thought she wanted only to discover who she 
really is. #1 New York Times bestselling author Robyn Carr explores the challenges 
facing women today as they are valued for what's on the outside rather than the 
inside.  

 

Jennifer Chaise is proud of her life. Coming from nothing, she's used her beauty to 
her advantage and is swept up in a glamorous world of wealth and privilege as the 
mistress of a high-flying businessman. But when she walks in on a violent scene in 
their Las Vegas hotel room, Jennifer knows she can no longer ignore the truth 
about her boyfriend and she flees. Desperate to escape the men searching for her, 
she invents a whole new persona—with a new look and a new name—as she 
hides out in a small Nevada town.  

 

Working as a waitress in the local diner, she finds a mentor in Louise, a retired 
professor who takes her in. As Jennifer begins to embrace a new life, she realizes 
how much was missing from her old one: a sense of community and purpose… 
But it's not easy to simply disappear. Her neighbor Alex is a cop, and while he's 
friendly enough, he may also suspect that Jennifer is not what she seems.  

 

Although she is under constant threat of being discovered, Jennifer is surprised to 
realize that, for the first time, she's genuinely happy. Suddenly this real world is all 
she wants. But will it be enough when her past catches up with her?" 

 

Then He Kissed Me: A Cottonbloom Novel by Laura Trentham: "Can two hearts 
come together in one divided town? 

 

As a boy, Nash Hawthorne spent countless afternoons on the Louisiana side of 
Cottonbloom with Tally Fournette, wading in the river, peeling oranges and 
catching frogs. When illness stole his mother, Nash yearned to take Tally and run 
away―for good. Instead, he crossed the state line to live with his aunt. It was a 
short distance as the crow flies, but it swept him into a whole new world… 

 

After Nash left, Tally managed to struggle through her own losses without him. 
But now that she’s crossed paths with him again―at Cottonbloom College, where 
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the grown-up, gorgeous Nash teaches history―she is reminded of their cherished 
youthful connection…and an attraction that has only gotten stronger with age. 
Between Tally’s possessive ex and Nash’s snobbish aunt, no one thinks they 
belong together. In a town torn apart by old resentments and rivalries, can they 
find their way back to the life they once shared―and turn their long-lost dreams 
into a real and lasting love?" 

 

Weaver's Lament by Elizabeth Haydon: "Acclaimed author Elizabeth Haydon 
returns with a heartbreaking tale of love and valor in The Weaver’s Lament, the 
ninth and final installment of her USA Today bestselling Symphony of Ages series 
that began with Rhapsody. 

 

For a thousand years, the lands ruled by the Cymrian Alliance have been at peace. 
When the brutal death of a dear friend catapults the kingdom to the brink of civil 
war, Rhapsody finds herself in an impossible situation: forced to choose between 
her beloved husband, Ashe, and her two oldest friends, Grunthor and Achmed. 
Choosing her husband will mean the death of thousands of innocents. Siding 
against him will cost Rhapsody the other half of her soul, both in this life and the 
next. 

 

In The Weaver's Lament, the lines between the past and future are irrevocably 
blurred, and the strength of true love is tested in unthinkable ways. Bestselling 
author Elizabeth Haydon has delivered a spectacular conclusion to the Symphony 
of Ages" 

 

Where Hope Prevails by Janette Oke: "Inspiring Conclusion to a Popular Series 
with a TV tie-in  

 

When Beth Thatcher returns to Coal Valley, she has much to be excited about. She 
anticipates Jarrick's proposal of marriage and perhaps a spring wedding. The mine 
is expanding, and there are more schoolchildren than ever. 

 

But the town's rapid growth brings many challenges. A second teacher is assigned, 
and Beth finds herself going head-to-head with a very different philosophy of 
education--one that dismisses religion and rejects God. Fearful for the children 
who sit under the influence of Robert Harris Hughes, Beth struggles to know how 
to respond. 
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At the same time, Beth wonders if Jarrick is considering a position at her father's 
company simply for her sake. Should she admit her feelings on the matter? Or 
keep silent and allow Jarrick to make up his own mind?" 

 

 

You can request titles online via the online catalog – StarCat – here’s the link to 
the StarCat homepage: http://enterprise.stls.org/ 

 

And you can also request items the old fashioned way, by stopping by any of the 
library’s customer service desks or by giving us a call at: 607-936-3713. 
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