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Romances:  

 

All In (High Stakes): by Simona Ahrnstedt: Trust is the most precious commodity of all. 

 

In the cutthroat world of Sweden's financial elite, no one knows that better than corporate 

raider David Hammar. Ruthless. Notorious. Unstoppable. He's out to hijack the ultimate prize, 

Investum. After years of planning, all the players are in place; he needs just one member of the 

aristocratic owning family on his side--Natalia De la Grip.  

 

Elegant, brilliant, driven to succeed in a man's world, Natalia is curious about David's 

unexpected invitation to lunch. Everyone knows that he is rich, dangerous, unethical; she soon 

discovers he is also deeply scarred.  

 

The attraction between these two is impossible, but the long Swedish nights unfold an affair 

that will bring to light shocking secrets, forever alter a family, and force both Natalia and David 

to confront their innermost fears and desires.  

 

"Fast-paced, sexy and smart!" --New York Times bestselling author Lori Foster 

 

 

A Haven on Orchard Lane by Lawana Blackwell: "Starred Library Journal. Much-Loved Lawana 

Blackwell Delivers Another Charming Victorian-Era Tale 

 

In difficult circumstances, Charlotte Ward, once a famed stage actress, tries to restart her 

career--only to experience disaster. Against her better judgment, her estranged daughter, 

Rosalind, comes to her mother's rescue and moves her to a quiet English coastal village.  

 

Charlotte is grateful to get to know Rosalind after years apart. As one who has regrets about 

her own romantic past, it's a joy for Charlotte to see love blossom for her daughter. For 

Rosalind, however, it's time away from teaching--and now she must care for the mother who 

wasn't there for her. And what could be more complicated than romance?  

 

Together, mother and daughter discover that healing is best accomplished when they focus less 
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on themselves and more on the needs of others." 

 

 

The Hired Girl by Laura Amy Schlitz: Newbery Medalist Laura Amy Schlitz brings her delicious 

wit and keen eye to early twentieth-century America in a moving yet comedic tour de force. 

 

Fourteen-year-old Joan Skraggs, just like the heroines in her beloved novels, yearns for real life 

and true love. But what hope is there for adventure, beauty, or art on a hardscrabble farm in 

Pennsylvania where the work never ends? Over the summer of 1911, Joan pours her heart out 

into her diary as she seeks a new, better life for herself—because maybe, just maybe, a hired 

girl cleaning and cooking for six dollars a week can become what a farm girl could only dream 

of—a woman with a future. Newbery Medalist Laura Amy Schlitz relates Joan’s journey from 

the muck of the chicken coop to the comforts of a society household in Baltimore (Electricity! 

Carpet sweepers! Sending out the laundry!), taking readers on an exploration of feminism and 

housework; religion and literature; love and loyalty; cats, hats, and bunions." 

 

 

The Honeymoon by Dinitia Smith: Based on the life of George Eliot, famed author of 

Middlemarch, this captivating account of Eliot’s passions and tribulations explores the nature of 

love in its many guises 

  

Dinitia Smith’s spellbinding novel recounts George Eliot’s honeymoon in Venice in June 1880 

following her marriage to a handsome young man twenty years her junior. When she agreed to 

marry John Walter Cross, Eliot was recovering from the death of George Henry Lewes, her 

beloved companion of twenty-six years. Eliot was bereft: left at the age of sixty to contemplate 

profound questions about her physical decline, her fading appeal, and the prospect of 

loneliness. 

 

In her youth, Mary Ann Evans—who would later be known as George Eliot—was a country girl, 

considered too plain to marry, so she educated herself in order to secure a livelihood. In an era 

when female novelists were objects of wonder, she became the most famous writer of her 

day—with a male nom de plume. The Honeymoon explores different kinds of love, and of the 

possibilities of redemption and happiness even in an imperfect union. Smith integrates 

historical truth with her own rich rendition of Eliot’s inner voice, crafting a page-turner that is as 

intelligent as it is gripping." 
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How the Duke Was Won: The Disgraceful Dukes by Lenora Bell: The pleasure of your company is 

requested at Warbury Park. Four lovely ladies will arrive… but only one can become a duchess. 

 

James, the scandalously uncivilized Duke of Harland, requires a bride with a spotless reputation 

for a strictly business arrangement. Lust is prohibited and love is out of the question. 

 

Four ladies. Three days. What could go wrong? 

 

She is not like the others… 

 

Charlene Beckett, the unacknowledged daughter of an earl and a courtesan, has just been 

offered a life-altering fortune to pose as her half-sister, Lady Dorothea, and win the duke’s 

proposal. All she must do is: 

 

* Be the perfect English rose [Ha!] 

 

* Breathe, smile, and curtsy in impossibly tight gowns [blast Lady Dorothea’s sylph-like figure] 

 

* Charm and seduce a wild duke [without appearing to try] 

 

* Keep said duke far, far from her heart [no matter how tempting] 

 

When secrets are revealed and passion overwhelms, James must decide if the last lady he 

should want is really everything he needs. And Charlene must decide if the promise of a new 

life is worth risking everything . . . including her heart. 

 

 

Jonathan Unleashed by Meg Rosoff: Jonathan Trefoil’s boss is unhinged, his relationship 

baffling, and his apartment just the wrong side of legal. His girlfriend wants to marry someone 

just like him—only richer and with a different sense of humor. He doesn’t remember life being 

this confusing, back before everyone expected him to act like a grown-up. 

  

When his brother asks him to look after his dogs, Jonathan's world view begins to shift. Could a 

border collie and a cocker spaniel hold the key to life, the universe, and everything? Their sly 

maneuvering on daily walks and visits to the alluring vet suggest that human emotional 

intelligence may not be top dog after all.  
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A funny, wise romantic comedy set in Manhattan, Jonathan Unleashed is a story of tangled 

relationships, friendships, and dogs. Rosoff’s novel is for anyone wondering what to be when 

they grow up, and how on earth to get there. 

 

 

Last Call at the Nightshade Lounge by Paul Krueger: Bailey Chen is fresh out of college with all 

the usual new-adult demons: no cash, no job offers, and an awkward relationship with Zane, 

the old friend she kinda-sorta hooked up with during high school.  

 

But when Zane introduces Bailey to his monster-fighting bartender friends, her demons become 

a lot more literal. It turns out evil creatures stalk the city streets after hours, and they can only 

be hunted with the help of magically-mixed cocktails: vodka grants super-strength, whiskey 

offers the power of telekinesis, and tequila lets its drinker fire blasts of elemental energy. But 

will all of these powers be enough for Bailey to halt a mysterious rash of gruesome deaths? And 

what will she do when the safety of a “real world” job beckons?  

 

This sharp and funny urban fantasy is perfect for fans of Buffy the Vampire Slayer, Scott Pilgrim 

Vs. The World, and grown-up readers of Harry Potter. Includes 14 recipes from a book of 

ancient cocktail lore. 

 

 

Last Ride to Graceland by Kim Wright: Lauded for her “astute and engrossing” (People) writing 

style imbued with “originality galore” (RT Book Reviews), Kim Wright channels the best of 

Jennifer Weiner and Sarah Pekkanen in this delightful novel of self-discovery on the open road 

as one woman sets out for Graceland hoping to answer the question: Is Elvis Presley her father? 

 

Blues musician Cory Ainsworth is barely scraping by after her mother’s death when she 

discovers a priceless piece of rock ‘n’ roll memorabilia hidden away in a shed out back of the 

family’s coastal South Carolina home: Elvis Presley’s Stutz Blackhawk, its interior a time capsule 

of the singer’s last day on earth. 

 

A backup singer for the King, Cory’s mother Honey was at Graceland the day Elvis died. She 

quickly returned home to Beaufort and married her high school sweetheart. Yearning to 

uncover the secrets of her mother’s past—and possibly her own identity—Cory decides to drive 

the car back to Memphis and turn it over to Elvis’s estate, retracing the exact route her mother 

took thirty-seven years earlier. As she winds her way through the sprawling deep south with its 

quaint towns and long stretches of open road, the burning question in Cory’s mind—who is my 
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father?—takes a backseat to the truth she learns about her complicated mother, the minister's 

daughter who spent a lifetime struggling to conceal the consequences of a single year of 

rebellion. 

 

 

Sea Rose Lane: A Hope Harbor Novel by Irene Hannon: Three-Time RITA Winner Invites 

Readers Back to the Captivating Coastal Town of Hope Harbor  

 

After a devastating layoff, attorney Eric Nash heads back to the town where he grew up--only to 

discover that his childhood home is being transformed into a bed & breakfast. Instead of 

plotting his next career move in peace, he's constantly distracted by noise, chaos--and BJ 

Stevens, the attractive but prickly blonde architect and construction chief who's invaded the 

house with her motley crew. 

 

As for BJ, her client's son might be handsome, but after a disastrous romance, dating isn't high 

on her agenda. Yet when they join forces to create a program for Hope Harbor seniors, might 

they also find healing, hope, and a new beginning themselves? 

 

Three-time RITA Award winner Irene Hannon takes readers back to Hope Harbor for a new 

season of charm, romance, and second chances. 

 

 

Security by Gina Wohlsdorf: The terrible truth about Manderley is that someone is always 

watching. 

 

Manderley Resort is a gleaming, new twenty-story hotel on the California coast. It’s about to 

open its doors, and the world--at least those with the means to afford it--will be welcomed into 

a palace of opulence and unparalleled security. But someone is determined that Manderley will 

never open. The staff has no idea that their every move is being watched, and over the next 

twelve hours they will be killed off, one by one. 

 

Writing in the tradition of Edgar Allan Poe and Stephen King, and with a deep bow to Daphne 

du Maurier, author Gina Wohlsdorf pairs narrative ingenuity and razor-wire prose with quick 

twists, sharp turns, and gasp-inducing terror. Security is grand guignol storytelling at its very 

best. 
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A shocking thriller, a brilliant narrative puzzle, and a multifaceted love story unlike any other, 

Security marks the debut of a fearless and gifted writer. 

 

 

 

Selfie by Amy Lane: One year ago, actor Connor Montgomery lost the love of his life to a drunk 

driver. But what’s worse for Connor is what he still has: a lifetime of secrets born of hiding his 

relationship from the glare of Hollywood. Unable to let go of the world he and Vinnie shared, 

Connor films a drunken YouTube confession on the anniversary of Vinnie’s death. 

Thankfully, the video was silent—a familiar state for Connor—so his secret is still safe. He needs 

a fresh start, and a new role on the hit TV show Wolf’s Landing might be just that. 

 

The move to Bluewater Bay may also mean a second chance in the form of his studio-assigned 

assistant. Noah Dakers sees through Connor’s facades more quickly than Connor could imagine. 

Noah’s quiet strength and sarcastic companionship offers Connor a chance at love that 

Hollywood’s closet has never allowed. But to accept it, Connor must let Vinnie go and learn to 

live again. 

 

 

Sleepless in Manhattan: Midnight at Tiffany's Bonus (From Manhattan With Love) by Sarah 

Morgan: USA TODAY bestselling author Sarah Morgan introduces From Manhattan with Love, a 

sparkling new trilogy about three best friends embracing life—and love—in New York  

 

Cool, calm and competent, events planner Paige Walker loves a challenge. After a childhood 

spent in and out of hospitals, she’s now determined to prove herself—and where better to take 

the world by storm than Manhattan? But when Paige loses the job she loves, she must face her 

biggest challenge of all—going it alone.  

 

Except launching her own events company is nothing compared to hiding her outrageous crush 

on Jake Romano—her brother’s best friend, New York’s most in-demand date and the only man 

to break her heart. When Jake offers Paige’s fledgling company a big chance, their still-sizzling 

chemistry starts giving her sleepless nights. But can she convince the man who trusts no one to 

take a chance on forever? 

 

 

Stargazey Point: A Novel by Shelley Noble: Shelley Noble's Stargazey Point is a beautiful story 

of love, heartbreak, friendship, and new beginnings. 
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Devastated by tragedy during her last project, documentarian Abbie Sinclair seeks refuge with 

three octogenarian siblings, who live in a looming plantation house at the edge of the world. 

South Carolina's Stargazey Point used to be a popular family beach resort, but the beaches have 

eroded, most of the businesses have closed, and the crowds have gone. It's the perfect place to 

hide from the rest of world. 

 

But hiding is harder than she thought it would be. There's a wise Gullah woman who seems to 

see into Abbie's soul, and an intriguing man on a quest to bring Stargazey Point back 

 

 

Torn: LOST Series #4 by Cynthia Eden: "A Romance Times recommended book. In New York 

Times bestselling author Cynthia Eden’s latest novel featuring the Last Option Search Team 

(LOST), one agent’s investigation entices a killer into making her his prey. 

 

PARTNERS . . . FRIENDS . . . 

 

Forensic anthropologist Victoria Palmer has always been better with the dead than the living. 

Shutting down her emotions, she lets few people in. But then Victoria’s latest investigation 

takes her and agent Wade Monroe to Savannah, Georgia. Handsome, dangerous, and more 

than ready to play dirty on any case, Wade weakens Victoria’s aloofness with just one glance. 

 

. . . LOVERS 

 

Wade knows their recent cases have pushed Victoria beyond her limits. But her skills are crucial 

to finding a college student who went missing five years ago. Victoria is able to determine she 

was murdered, and that the killer is still on the loose. 

 

And when the vicious murderer targets Victoria, Wade must do everything in his power to 

protect her . . . because he refuses to let a woman he loves be torn from him . . . again." 

 

 

Wedding Bel Blues: A Belfast McGrath Mystery by Maggie McConnon: Are they tying the 

knot? Belfast McGrath has spent the last fifteen years avoiding her big, bustling, brash Irish 

family. But when her five-star culinary career goes up in flames, she retreats to Foster’s 

Landing―where she’s immediately tapped as her cousin Caleigh’s maid-of-honor. It’s a perfect 

recipe for disaster...especially when Bel learns that the wedding preparations included Caleigh 

having one last one-night stand. 
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Or the noose? 

 

When Caleigh’s lover plunges from the second-floor balcony during the reception, Bel can’t 

help but think his death was no accident. Soon Detective Kevin Hanson, who just happens to be 

Bel’s long-ago love, arrives on the scene―looking hotter than ever. Heartbreak and homicide 

hardly help Bel to feel more at home, but if she is going to make a new beginning for herself, 

including putting the past behind her, she must first steer clear of a cold-hearted killer." 
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